BUILD RESILIENT
LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS

WHAT IS EAT THINK VOTE?
Eat Think Vote is a non-partisan campaign, gathering community members living coastto-coast-to-coast to speak with federal candidates ahead of the upcoming election. This
backgrounder, and other policy backgrounders are based on Growing resilience and
equity, Food Secure Canada’s food policy action. It is grounded in the analysis and policy
proposals of civil society food movement actors across the country, and situated within
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Framework. This page highlights the
intersections between the policy issues and the SDGs.

CONTEXT:
BUILD RESILIENT LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS
The Covid-19 crisis exposed the interconnected fragility and concentration of power
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within Canada’s dominant long-distance food supply chain. Weaknesses include: an
overreliance on import/export systems, especially for fruit and vegetables; the
concentration of food chain ownership by a handful of large, often multinational
corporations – including the control of seeds and inputs; the dramatic centralisation of
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abattoirs and food processing; an overreliance on high-input, high-emissions farming; as
well as often harsh working conditions and low incomes for farmers and farm workers,
whether Canadian or from abroad.
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CONTEXT:
BUILD RESILIENT LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS
Food policy prescriptions focused on big data and enhanced logistics4 risk entrenching
problematic long food chains and deepen concentration of power and inequities. In
recent years, stories illustrating challenges from the frontlines of our broken
industrial food system have repeatedly been front page news. It becomes clear to all,
government and the public – that in order to respond to future challenges (including
infectious diseases but also, notably, climate change and the collapse of biodiversity)
deep system change is needed to build resiliency and equity into the future.
In summer 2021, Health Canada’s proposal to significantly weaken the regulation of
the use of pesticide glyphosate was met with strong opposition from health,5
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environmental and farming groups. The decision to change the regulation was
“paused” until at least 2022.
It is time to transition from dominant long distance food chains controlled by a
handful of multinational corporations, to reinforcing regionally and locally- controlled
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food “webs.” Food webs, a cornerstone of food sovereignty, are place-based and
human scale, and are the foundation for great societal shifts with many co-benefits.
These include the revitalization and economic renewal of rural and remote
communities, greater access to healthy and fresh foods, lower-emission food
systems, greater resiliency to shocks and reduced food waste.
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CONTEXT:
BUILD RESILIENT LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS
Building resilient local food webs will require a significant shift in policy direction.
Rather than a policy excessively focused on commodity production for exports, there
is a need to rebalance agricultural incentives in all jurisdictions to prioritize
sustainable local and regional production of healthy food for Canadian consumption.
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A study published in 2015 showed that replacing only 10 percent of the top 10 fruit and
vegetable imports in Ontario with locally grown produce would result in a $250 million
increase in provincial gross domestic product and the creation of 3,400 new jobs. If
this were done across the country, and for many more foods, the impact would be
significant.
Building resilient local food webs will also require strategic investments in local and
regional food infrastructure, such as food hubs, decentralized small and medium
sized abattoirs, and food processing and storage facilities – particularly cold chain.
And critically, it means valuing and supporting micro, small and medium scale food
production, processing and distribution into the future.
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CONTEXT:
BUILD RESILIENT LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS
With the average age of a Canadian farmer at nearly 60, and within a volatile global
context, guaranteeing viable farmer livelihoods – as well as supporting new Canadian
farmers, and other new and younger farmers – is necessary for the future of food in
Canada. Since 1990, the profit motive of corporations that supply farm inputs and
services have left farmers with just 5% of farm revenues. This has caused farm debt
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to nearly double to $106 billion since 2000. Reducing dependence on high-emissions
petroleum based inputs, and moving towards low-input, low-emissions
agroecological food production11 grounded in farmer innovation and knowledge, will
bolster farmer livelihoods, strengthen biodiversity, and build resilience to climate
change. New targeted supports for farmers who wish to transition or enter into these
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kinds of forward-looking farming will be essential. In 2023, a new Canadian
Agricultural Policy Framework (APF) is due. This represents a crucial opportunity to
put in place the incentives and investments from federal, provincial and territorial
governments that can reverse the trend of rising greenhouse gas emissions from
14
Canadian agriculture.
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CONTEXT:
BUILD RESILIENT LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS
With Covid-19, Canadians increasingly want to help build and support resilient local
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food webs. Support for buying local grew, sign-ups for Community-Supported
Agriculture programs are surging, and people are growing whatever food they can on
balconies and yards across the country. Buying local is also being championed by
some provincial governments and many municipalities. Sustainable procurement by
public institutions (i.e., schools and hospitals), and supporting Canadians to eat
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according to the Canada Food Guide, contribute demand-side support for local,
healthy food webs. With a clear federal-level priority placed on building local food
webs, Canada would be much better-placed to encounter future challenges, including
the inevitable impacts of climate change on our food systems.
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POLICY PRIORITIES
Re-balance agricultural incentives in all jurisdictions and in the new Canadian
Agricultural Policy Framework due 2023, to prioritize sustainable production of
healthy food for Canadian consumption, rather than a policy excessively focused on
commodity production for export;
Use incentives, including stimulus packages, to support transition from high-input,
high-emissions farming approaches to low-input, low- emissions agroecological
farming approaches to strengthen biodiversity, meet climate goals, build resilient
local food webs, reduce waste and support farmer livelihoods into the future;
Support human-scale food production and processing (micro, small and medium
farmers; fisherfolk; Indigenous food systems), including specific support for new and
young producers and processors, and new Canadians;
Strengthen local food webs through support for local and regional food infrastructure
including food hubs, decentralized abattoirs, food processing and storage facilities,
farmers markets, Community Supported Agricultures, direct delivery, urban
agriculture, community gardens, change of use for public land, and sustainable,
affordable greenhouses;
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Use public procurement (for institutions such as schools and hospitals ) to model and
drive the interlinked co- benefits of local food webs, sustainable sourcing and healthy
dietary shifts.
Ensure that food policies are measured against the objective of strengthening food
webs and safeguarding against further concentration or overreliance on long-chain
vulnerabilities.
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QUESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES
International trade deals prioritize large scale free trade and restrict fair,
and equitable trade. Achieving SDG 12 (Ensure sustainable consumption and
production patterns) and SDG 13: (Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts) require the current global trade regime to be
transformed. How would Canada ensure future trade deals adhere to
principles of fairness and support local human-scale food production?
Currently, most subsidies and incentives are geared towards export
oriented industries and less in favor of those who focus on prioritizing
sustainable production of healthy food for Canadian consumption. If
elected, how would you support small scale producers such as family
farmers and community supported agriculture initiatives?
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The UN says we are in a Code Red for a planetary crisis because of climate
change and we are already facing droughts, fires and threats to food
production in Canada and globally. In 2023, the next five year Canadian
Agricultural Policy Framework will be renewed. Do you agree that this multibillion investment by federal, provincial and territorial governments should
have sustainable production and reversing greenhouse gas emissions as
core priorities?
This summer, after proposing to weaken the regulation of the pesticide
glyphosate, public opposition led the Health, Agricultural and Environment
Ministers to announce a pause until 2022. What is your position on the use
of glyphosate in Canada ?
Farmers are retiring at record rates and the majority of them have no
succession plan. How will you encourage the next generation to take up
farming, while noting that the financial risks that farmers have always taken
are now compounded by price pressures and massively unpredictable and
unfavourable weather patterns?
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